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Internationally renowned landscape design firm West 8 and German
playground manufacturer Richter Spielgeräte have partnered to
design some of the world’s most inventive and rewarding playscapes.
Together, these spaces bring collective joy and enrich public spaces
world-wide. With the understanding that play is not limited to
childhood, and playscapes are not limited to playgrounds, Adriaan
and Peter will engage in a conversation about the social necessity
of play, thinking like a child again, the pressures facing children and
parents today, and designing public playscapes for all ages.
Dominant challenges in practice today can limit the creation of
innovative play-scapes, such as navigating code requirements
and a lack of understanding around play value, risk, and childhood
development. Peter and Adriaan will highlight recent collaborations
including Madrid RIO, Houston Botanic Garden, New Holland Island
(Russia), and Governors Island, NYC.
Learning Objectives:
• To understand the importance of play to childhood physical,
emotional, and social development.
• To explore the potential for creative playground design.
• To learn about international precedents for playground design
• To understand how to creative inclusive, code-compliant,
challenging playgrounds.

Adriaan Geuze is Founder and Design Director
of West 8, one of the world’s leading practices
for Urban Design and Landscape Architecture.
Based in Rotterdam, The Netherlands and in New
York, the international West 8 team is responsible
for diverse works such as the Kröller-Müller
Sculpture Garden in Otterlo, the Netherlands;
Governors Island Park and Public Spaces in New
York City; Longwood Gardens’ Master Plan and
Main Fountain Garden in Pennsylvania as well as
Toronto’s Central Waterfront. In 2015, Geuze and
West 8 were awarded the commission to design
an entirely new world-class botanic garden for
Houston, with focus on envisioning a Children’s
Garden for the Nation’s most diverse city.

Peter Heuken is an engineer and Richter’s director
of special projects worldwide. He began his
Richter career in 1992, bringing the team expertise
in wood engineering and cabinetry. He has served
as project lead for award-winning playgrounds
including the Diana Princess of Wales Memorial
Playground in Kensington Gardens. His creative
work animates diverse play environments including
Lego Billund Theme Park, Alnwick Castle Tree
Walk, Playmobil Leisure Park, and most recently
The Petr and Pavel play ship at the New Holland
playground in St. Petersburg, Russia. Peter
continues to design, dream, play, and create
indoor and outdoor play spaces worldwide

Education Credits:
• AICP
• FL
• GBCI
• LA CES/HSW
• NY/HSW
Time and Location:
• Friday, October 20, 2017
• 10:30am - 12:00 pm
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