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Stephanie Carlisle – Associate and Environmental Researcher, KieranTimberlake
Kate Kennen, ASLA – Principal, Offshoots, Inc
Bryan Quinn – Principal, One Nature LLC
David Seiter, ASLA – Principal, Future Green Studio
OVERVIEW:
Thinking of starting a new practice? A hybrid model is emerging, with both construction and research added to the
design studio. The founders of three diverse hybrid practices with plants at the core of their research will discuss the
exciting opportunities and challenges for new firms in this space.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
• Understand if Design | Build | Research may be a model to consider in starting up your new business.
•

Learn how plants are being reestablished as the core to landscape architecture discourse in three distinct research
topics: (a) phytoremediation, (b) spontaneous urban plants (weeds!), and (c) applied ecology.

•

Discover how young professionals are establishing an interdisciplinary office culture and research agenda based on
collaboration that promotes their firms.

•

Review the history of Design | Build | Research practices in architecture and other design fields.

NOTES:
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Moderator

Stephanie Carlisle

Associate and Environmental Researcher, KieranTimberlake
Stephanie Carlisle is an environmental researcher at KieranTimberlake, where she investigates
interactions between the constructed and natural environment, bringing data-driven analysis to
architectural problems at the building, landscape, and urban scales. Stephanie is also a lecturer
of urban ecology in the Department of Landscape Architecture at University of Pennsylvania
and Co-Editor-in-Chief of Scenario Journal, an open-access publication devoted to facilitating
interdisciplinary conversations between landscape architecture, urban design, and ecology.
What is the role of research
at KieranTimberlake?

KieranTimberlake’s commitment to research has provided a way for deep investigation to be
conducted during design—and for the results to stimulate and augment the processes of designing
and building. The firm’s leadership in sustainable architecture and innovative buildings springs
from this ethos of inquiry. As research activities are engaged during pre-design, project delivery,
and post-occupancy, buildings and landscapes serve as test beds that provide substantive
feedback for future solutions. To support a process of deep question asking, a transdisciplinary
research group with backgrounds in fields like ecology, chemistry, physics, anthropology,
economics, software and materials engineering, works alongside design teams to define and
support project-based research initiatives, as well as independent research pursuits. The lateral
and vertical thinking that is the hallmark of this group allows a holistic approach to problem solving
within the firm.
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Panelist

Kate Kennen, ASLA
Principal, Offshoots, Inc.

Kate Kennen, ASLA is principal of Offshoots, Inc., a hybrid landscape architecture, installation,
and phytoremediation consulting firm in Boston. Kate coauthored the award-winning book
PHYTO: A Resource for Site Remediation and Landscape Design which reviews strategies for
remediation using plant-based systems. Kate grew up on her family’s nursery and garden center in
Massachusetts which spawned her ongoing research in plants. She obtained degrees in Landscape
Architecture from Cornell and Harvard University.
What is the role of research
at Offshoots?

Offshoots was founded as a professional manifestation of various horticultural research interests,
many of which originate and continue to be cultivated in an academic setting. As both a hybrid
design and installation firm, we are involved in research every day in the field: testing, trialing and
shifting horticultural methods to receive the best results. The techniques we trial in the field get
immediately incorporated into our design practice. More formally, we use projects within our
design firm to gather the latest phytoremediation research and case studies as part of our projects,
and compile this work into research presentations that get disseminated at conferences and other
speaking engagements. While the case studies and new scientific ideas primarily get collected in
private practice, the research gets flushed out during academic teaching opportunities. Ideally, the
end result is a publication that presents the concepts of phytoremediation and phytotechnology
for further use in design practice.
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Panelist

David Seiter, ASLA

Principal, Future Green Studio
David Seiter is design director and founding principal of Future Green Studio - a landscape design
build firm in Brooklyn, NY focusing on urban ecology. David’s portfolio encompasses awardwinning residential and public-use projects which have been featured in Landscape Architecture
Magazine, Architectural Digest, and Dwell, amongst others. David is the author of Spontaneous
Urban Plants: Weeds in NYC – a book which explores the ecological value of weeds in the urban
landscape. Additionally, he developed the website spontaneousurbanplants.org which won
a National Honor Award in Research from ASLA. David holds an MLA from the University of
Pennsylvania.
What is the role of research
at Future Green?

At Future Green, each project seemingly presents unique site conditions which require novel
interventions. In that way, each landscape we design and construct really functions as an
experiment. Through close observation and deep analysis, we look to awaken the potential of
landscape to reconcile seemingly competing goals. Research is an integral part of this process and
allows us to envision new methods of integrating plants into the built environment.
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Bryan Quinn

Principal, One Nature LLC
Bryan is the founding principal of One Nature—a small team of environmental professionals
dedicated to building, designing, and growing projects that heal the planet. Technically trained
in restoration ecology, environmental philosophy and landscape architecture, Bryan envisions a
world where the human species realizes its potential to improve the planet. He has led a wide
variety of impactful projects including the largest freshwater wetland mitigation ever constructed
in the Hudson Estuary, a trend-setting bioengineering stream restoration in the Catskills, and a
social justice park in Newburgh, NY. Bryan also founded One Nature’s native plant nursery and
construction services.
What is the role of research
at One Nature?

At One Nature, we are frequently hired as professional scientists to complete environmentally
motivated studies. For example, last year we were hired by Trout Unlimited to collect stream flow
data and model a threatened watershed in Connecticut. Second, every single design project we
take on begins with an assessment by an in-house professional scientist. That scientist will go with
an assistant at least once to a project site and catalog existing habitat, geology, and other features
that generally help us establish an ecological trajectory. Later in the project, that same scientist
will audit our work to ensure we are on track to build a net-positive project. Third, our staff spends
a significant amount of time on unpaid research related to new services we wish to offer. For
example, research we were doing on volunteer native plants in Brooklyn vacant lots led to a series
of low-cost “rapid rewilding” paid projects we have recently completed.

