FRI-D03:
Plants as Design Material:
Form, Function, and Collaborative Process Across Multiple Regions
O V E RV I E W
We are not just planting designers (as we’ve all told countless consultants and family
members). But plants are fundamental to what we do. This session is a conversation
between designers, builders, and horticultural experts about the unique nature of plants
as a design material, especially when working across multiple regions.

L E A R N I N G O B J E C TI V E S
1.

Explore the formal properties common to all plants: What makes plants unique
among building materials?

2.

Explore the dramatic ways in which plant communities differ from region to region.

3.

Discuss the unique challenges of growing, installing, and maintaining plants.

4.

Identify strategies for best use of plants in deign, focus on innovation and
performance.

NOTES:

FRI-D03: Plants as Design Material
Moderator
Paul Blanding, ASLA, Hoerr Schaudt
pblanding@hoerrschaudt.com
A Senior Associate at Hoerr Schaudt, Paul is holistic in his
approach to design, driven by an interest in the “big picture.”
Paul recently obtained licensure in California, and has
enjoyed taking on more projects in the region, building his
love and knowledge of the local palette. Paul has an Art
and Philosophy degree from Oberlin College, and a
Master’s Degree in Landscape Architecture from the Illinois
Institute of Technology. Paul was once a florist. Paul has a
passion for making music, which he especially loves to
share with his wife and two daughters.

FRI-D03: Plants as Design Material
Panelist
Sara Furlan, ASLA, Mariani Landscape
sfurlan@marianilandscape.com
With over 30 years of experience in designing and directing
residential landscapes, Sara is one of the lead Design Directors
at Mariani, with a reputation for creating unique living
environments. Sara has a degree in Landscape Architecture from
the University of Illinois. She has been recognized by her peers
and been awarded the ILASLA Presidents Award for Design,
ILASLA Honor Award for Design and ILASLA Merit Award for
design, the Institute of Classical Architecture and Art Acanthus
Award in Landscape Architecture, as well as Grand and Merit
awards from NALP.
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Panelist
Sean Hogan, Cistus Design & Nursery
sean@cistus.com
Sean Hogan has degrees in horticulture and botany and has
served as curator of the UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley. He is
the owner of Cistus Design & Nursery, specializing in plants from
all over the world, especially west coast natives. Sean has
designed a variety of public and private gardens and has served
as an invaluable horticultural consultant for prominent landscape
projects. He has lectured extensively world-wide and his writing
and photographs are widely published. He authored/edited the
20,000 plus entry Flora, as well as Trees for All Seasons, both
published by Timber Press.
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Panelist
Judy Venonsky, ASLA, OLIN
jvenonsky@theolinstudio.com
Judy spearheads a Living Systems Design Research team at the
OLIN to infuse design excellence with rigorous knowledge of
complex ecological webs. In her 10 years at OLIN, she has lead
projects dealing with new ways of approaching the intersection of
built landscape and living systems across the US and overseas
from the design of Mill River Park and Greenway in Stamford,
CT, which included the reconstruction of the natural morphology
of a river and its newly activated floodplain, to the planting design
of over 175 acres of native trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs for a
corporate headquarters in California. Judy has also spent time
investigating nurseries and growing practices in China and India
to facilitate project work at OLIN. She has served as a studio
critic at University of Pennsylvania where she earned her MLA,
and at Philadelphia University.

