MON-B02:

THE PROCESS OF DESIGN:
MAKING MEANING + METHOD
SESSION OVERVIEW
Where do ideas come from? Three innovative designers discuss the
importance of the iterative process in developing design ideas. Through
case studies, the panelists will share the inspirations that guide their
work and discuss their design method and the ecological systems and
cultural meaning that emerges from their unique process.

Learning Objectives
1.

Understand the process of design

2.

Describe the collaborative nature of design in landscape architecture

3.

Discuss the unique design methods that define the work of three
distinct landscape architects

4.

Understand how an adaptive process yields work that has
cultural significance

PANELIST
SHANE COEN FASLA
Shane Coen has led the innovative landscape architecture studio Coen + Partners
for over twenty years. Based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the studio has built a
distinguished body of award winning work as a result of his leadership, creativity
and disciplined design approach. Grounded in an approach of contextual
minimalism, Coen + Partners collaborates with the world’s leading and emerging
global design talent to create site solutions that are rooted in place while
embracing architectural, programmatic and ecological goals with innovation
and beauty. Shane serves the GSA Design Excellence Program on their National
Registry of Peer Professionals and is the Recipient of the 2015 Cooper Hewitt
Smithsonian National Design Award in Landscape Architecture.

MIKYOUNG KIM FASLA
Mikyoung Kim is an award winning international landscape architect whose
work brings innovative design ideas to the urban landscape. She is known
for culturally significant designs that serve as a powerful tool to celebrate
the beauty of the collective human experience. The work of MYKD has been
highlighted in numerous publications including the New York Times, the
Washington Post, and the Chicago Tribune. Mikyoung was named as an AD
innovator by Architectural Digest and has been awarded with design excellence
honors from the ASLA, the AIA, the GSA, and IFLA. Her work is part of the
Smithsonian Museum “American Voices” Collection. Mikyoung was a Professor
at the Rhode Island School of Design from 2005 to 2012 where she now serves
as Professor Emerita.

KATHRYN GUSTAFSON FASLA
Kathryn Gustafson brings over 30 years of distinguished practice to her
partnerships in two offices, Gustafson Guthrie Nichol in Seattle and Gustafson
Porter + Bowman in London. Kathryn lectures throughout the world and is a
Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects, an honorary fellow
of the Royal Institute of British Architecture, an honorary Royal Designer for
Industry member, a medalist of the French Academy of Architecture, and an
honorary member of AIA Seattle. She is the recipient of the Arnold W. Brunner
Memorial Prize in Architecture, the Obayashi Prize, the Chrysler Design Award,
and the ASLA Design Medal.

CASE STUDIES: COEN + PARTNERS

CASE STUDY: HEART OF THE CITY ROCHESTER, MN
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

Discuss the process of design in this larger scale,
urban project and the way ideas are generated
Establish a vibrant, world class urban downtown
that is rooted by Mayo Clinic, but uniquely
Rochester
Create a place that celebrates life, community,
health and wellness 365 days a year through
programming and activation
Reveal the unseen - magic that happens through
the inspiration of saving lives
Balancing the needs of contemplation and
activation in the urban realm of Rochester, a
small city but with 3 million visitors per year
Develop a project through collaborative
partnerships with for-profit, non-profit and
community stakeholders
Understand and root a project in the realities of
economics and cost benefit

CASE STUDIES: COEN + PARTNERS

CASE STUDY: MAYO WOODLANDS ROCHESTER, MN
•

•
•

•
•
•

Develop a landscape strategy to overwhelm the
existing infrastructure and integrate it into the
designed experience of the new community
Transform the archetypal American suburb
Develop a new but contextual strategy that
worked with the existing constraints - all lot lines,
setbacks and road systems were fixed by code
Orientation of houses were to maximize solar gain
All landscape interventions are to be iconic to the
Minnesota farm context
The roads, fences, tree lines, and grass areas
define the landscape systems from which the
architectural systems emerge

CASE STUDIES: MIKYOUNG KIM DESIGN

CASE STUDY: THE PRUDENTIAL PLAZA AT 888
BOSTON, MA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss the way in which ideas are generated
Describe the unique process during design
development through construction
Outline the collaborative process within the team
and with the community and client groups
Learn about the various inspirations that shapes
the design
Share the idea generation process through this
case study
Outline the initial concept and form development
Describe the transformation of the design
through the design process
Discuss the challenges of the site
Present the final installation and design and
assess the way the purity of the design is
transformed through the construction process

CASE STUDIES: MIKYOUNG KIM DESIGN

CASE STUDY: CHONGAE RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT
SEOUL, KOREA
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss the way that culture and history can
shape the planning of a large scale infrastructure
project.
Describe the unique process during the planning
and development phases
Learn about the various inspirations that shape
the design
Share the idea generation process through this
case study
Outline the initial concept and form development
Describe the transformation of the design
through the design process
Discuss the challenges of the site
Outline the important role that landscape
architecture plays in providing an urban amenity
that reshapes the city.

CASE STUDIES: GUSTAFSON GUTHRIE NICHOL

CASE STUDY: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE WASHINGTON, DC

		
•
•

•

How does a place influence you?
Design for NMAAHC had two worlds:
1. World of African-Americans
2. World of monumental core, capital of the
nation
How does landscape architecture bring these two
worlds together in harmony?

CASE STUDIES: GUSTAFSON GUTHRIE NICHOL

CASE STUDY: YAKIMA CENTRAL PLAZA YAKIMA, WA
•
•
•

How does a place influence you through time?
What are the lessons to learn from what you
know about the place you are from?
How does understanding where you are from
influence your design?

