The Power of Place
Landscapes of Protest and Optimism

FRI-C09:

OVERVIEW
Besieged by global political turbulence, climate change and vast social
inequity, our profession is increasingly taking on large-scale planning
and public policy. But what if human scaled design and community
engagement is an equally effective tactic? Three designers discuss
how landscape architecture provides a powerful foundation for positive
social change.
Learning Objectives
•

Understand the potential connections between design intent,
emotion and user experience.

•

Gather best practices on how to integrate transformational human
experience into public space design.

•

Understand ways in which public space can be a platform for the
public voice and political discourse

•

How the magic of a project is preserved through its process and
numerous stakeholders.

PRESENTERS
CLAUDE CORMIER
Claude’s work challenges ordinary perceptions of the world,
opening eyes to new possibilities and generating an appetite
for the extra-ordinary. Rendering visible the invisible of the
everyday, his projects seek to reawaken the joy of phenomena
through an apparent simplicity that is complex, but not
complicated. Landscape architecture is used to create an
experience that embodies humor, subversion, and pleasure.
Color, often delivering a punch in his works, contributes to their
peculiarity and seductive allure. Yet color is only one aspect
of his conceptual approach. Above all else, Cormier’s practice
demands authenticity, often invoking the mantra “Artificial, but
not fake.”

GINA FORD, ASLA
Gina is a landscape architect and principal in Sasaki’s Urban
Studio. The Urban Studio is an energized and interdisciplinary
group of practitioners solely dedicated to the improvement of
quality of life in cities through rigorous planning, exceptional
design, and strong community partnerships. Gina’s work
encompasses a wide range of scales and project types, from
public parks and plazas to large scale landscape planning and
waterfront projects, including the Lawn on D, Cedar Rapids
Flood Recovery Planning, the Tom Hanafan River’s Edge
Park, the Chicago Riverwalk and HUD’s Rebuild by Design
competition.

MIKYOUNG KIM, FASLA
Mikyoung is an award winning international landscape
architect whose work brings innovative design ideas to the
urban landscape. She is known for culturally significant
landscapes that serve as a powerful tool to celebrate the beauty
of the collective human experience. The work of MYKD has
been highlighted in numerous publications including the New
York Times, the Washington Post, and the Chicago Tribune.
Mikyoung was named as AD innovator by Architectural Digest
and has been awarded with design excellence honors from the
ASLA, the AIA, the GSA, and IFLA. Mikyoung was a Professor
at the Rhode Island School of Design from 2005 to 2012 where
she now serves as Professor Emerita. Her work is part of the
Smithsonian Museum “American Voices” Collection.

CASE STUDIES

CLAUDE CORMIER & ASSOCIÉS
Berczy Park

Toronto, Ontario
PROJECT OVERVIEW

•
•
•
•

Overcoming the initial refusal of the project by the city
Turning conflicting user groups into a catalyst for an original
public space
Describing a design process that reconciles multiple
stakeholders
Understanding how public consultation can be a key in
imagining and designing a public park

CASE STUDIES

CLAUDE CORMIER & ASSOCIÉS
18 Shades of Gay
Montréal, Québec

PROJECT OVERVIEW
•
•
•
•
•

Explaining the onset of the project and how it went from being
a no-go to a yearly success
Describing how the design idea came about
Exploring new options for transforming this iconic symbol while
maintaining its first concept
Explaining how this project can evolve over time while keeping
its original freshness
Understanding the community design process behind the
project

CASE STUDIES

SASAKI ASSOCIATES
Syracuse University Place Promenade
Syracuse, New York

PROJECT OVERVIEW

•
•
•
•

Describing the master planning process that led to the idea
to reclaim the street as a pedestrian-only space.
Exploring the technical challenges of accessibility, utility
infrastructure and accelerated implementation
Understanding the community’s perceptions of the project
and the process of engagement
Learning about how the landscape is performing as a
community gathering space for daily activities and largescale events

CASE STUDIES

SASAKI ASSOCIATES
Ithaca Commons
Ithaca, New York

PROJECT OVERVIEW

•
•

•
•

Understanding the context and unique role of the closed
street / pedestrian mall in a small city
Learning abut the extensive community engagement with
business owners, residents and students that informed the
project’s vision
Exploring the technical challenges of crafting and
implementing a landspace in a historic context
Seeing the ways the newly opened landscape is creating a
platform for civil discourse and protest

CASE STUDIES

MIKYOUNG KIM DESIGN
Chongae River Restoration Project
Seoul, Korea

PROJECT OVERVIEW
•
•

•
•
•

Outlining the complex process of an urban project situated in
the heart of an intensely populated city like Seoul, Korea
Describing the integration of cultural and sustainable strategies
to create a seven mile long linear river park that heals the city
and brings whimsy and play to the experience of place
Understanding the capacity of public space to be a platform for
play and protest
Describing a design that is inspired by the history of the city
Identifying programming opportunities for this urban plaza

CASE STUDIES

MIKYOUNG KIM DESIGN
Lumpkin Jail Memorial
Richmond Virginia

PROJECT OVERVIEW

•
•
•
•
•

Discussing the history of the African slave trade in America
and the process of healing that memorials require
Identifying landscape opportunities for restorative
experiences
Describe a design process that is inspired by the history and
community memory
Defining the way in which design can ask us to confront our
history and learn from it.
Identifying community programming opportunities that
shape the work

