FRI-B05:
At the Intersection of Big D Design and Cultural Landscape Stewardship

Historic landscapes face ongoing challenges when it comes to remaining successful and
relevant places. This session gives the owner’s perspective on how projects by James Corner Field Operations, Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, and West 8 are incorporating
forward-thinking design into the management and stewardship of three significant legacy
landscapes.

Learning Objectives:
•

Understand how decisions are made when setting parameters for incorporating contemporary design interventions into the established patterns and aesthetic of significant historic landscapes.

•

Learn the processes involved in identifying and selecting design consultants for restoring, expanding, and reimagining well-known landscapes.

•

Discover the challenges and rewards involved in working in the practice of historic landscape stewardship.

•

Learn the ways in which landscape architects are leading the charge in ensuring and
enhancing the legacy of the profession of landscape architecture.

PANELISTS
Since 1989, Michael has played a key role in the transformation
of the GGNRA, America’s largest urban national park. As Chief of
a Park Development and Operations for the Presidio Trust, he is
responsible for the transformation and stewardship of the historic
Presidio of San Francisco, America’s most unique national park
site. Key projects include Crissy Field, the National AIDS Memorial
Grove, Alcatraz Island Master Plan and the Presidio’s transformation from Army base to national park. Michael holds a BA in
Architecture, and Master’s degrees in Landscape Architecture and
City and Regional Planning, all from UC Berkeley.

Emmeline Morris is a Project Manager with the National Park
Service’s (NPS) Office of Design and Construction at the Denver
Service Center in Lakewood, Colorado. Prior to joining NPS three
years ago, she worked in private practice for 22 years in the fields
of landscape architecture and historic preservation, working with
Joe Karr and Associates in Chicago, Illinois, and The Jaeger Company in Athens, Georgia. Ms. Morris holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts
and Master of Landscape Architecture degree from the University
of Georgia, where she fostered her strong focus on cultural and
natural resource planning, management, and protection

As President and Chief Executive Officer of Longwood Gardens,
Paul Redman oversees all aspects of the 1,077-acre display garden, including its 700 employees and $70 million annual operating
and capital budget. Under Paul’s leadership, Longwood embarked
upon a groundbreaking strategic planning process, resulting in a
unified direction and a visionary site master plan to guide Longwood for the next 40 years. Through diversified programming,
attendance has increased 66% and Membership has increased
more than 400% in eight years. Paul also instituted groundbreaking initiatives to enhance accessibility to Longwood’s education
programs via online distance learning
Mark H. Hough, FASLA, has been the University Landscape Architect at Duke University since 2000. He is involved in all aspects
of planning, design, historic preservation and natural resource
management on the Olmsted Brothers-designed campus. He has
overseen the master planning and site design during the largest
period of expansion in the university’s history. Hough is also a prolific writer, contributing works to numerous print and online publications focused on campuses, urban design, professional practice
and cultural landscapes. In 2011, he was awarded the Bradford
Williams Medal for excellence in writing about landscape.

SESSION CONTENT
Legacy landscapes and the culture of stewardship
a.
The evolution of landscapes
b.
The history of landscape stewardship
c.
The role of landscape architects
The Presidio and Tunnel Tops
a.
History of the Presidio
b.
Evolution of the Presidio and founding of the Presidio Trust
c.
Presidio Parklands project/James Corner Field Operations
d.
Moving forward
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial and CityArchRiver
a.
History of the Memorial
b.
Evolution of the park
c.
CityArchRiver project/Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates
d.
Moving forward
Longwood Gardens and Fountain Garden
a.
History of the Gardens
b.
Evolution of the Gardens
c.
Longwood Gardens Master Plan and Fountain Restoration (West 8)
d.
Moving Forward

PRESIDIO TUNNEL TOPS

This new 14-acre park destination is where visitors will connect with nature, where kids will play and grow, and where
all of us will be inspired by 360-degree views that were never before possible. The Presidio Tunnel Tops will be where we
can escape from the stresses of urban life without ever leaving the city we love.

PRESIDIO TUNNEL TOPS

Twenty-five years ago, Bay Area leaders, urban planners, and citizens were faced with replacing the seismically unsafe
highway to the Golden Gate Bridge that divided the Presidio. The community dreamed of moving the road underground
into tunnels so that a powerful new experience could take shape above. With the elegant Presidio Parkway complete,
we’re poised to replace a freeway with free play.
Designed by the firm behind New York’s High Line, the Tunnel Tops will feature scenic overlooks, paths, gardens, a community plaza with food and amenities, a campfire circle, picnic grounds, and an interactive “playscape” where kids can
explore nature. The site will provide what city dwellers have declared to be their greatest need—a place to escape from
it all, recharge, and reconnect with nature and each other.
http://www.presidio.gov/tunnel-tops
http://www.presidio.gov/
http://www.fieldoperations.net/

GATEWAY ARCH PARK
The 100-acre Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial, located in St. Louis, Missouri, is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places and
designated as a National Historic Landmark due to
its exceptional significance. The memorial derives
national significance for its commemoration of
Thomas Jefferson and the nation’s territorial
expansion to the West. In addition, the Memorial
is significant for its architectural and engineering
merit. The Gateway Arch is well known as an
extraordinary Modernist structure as executed
by architect Eero Saarinen along with the
surrounding landscape that resulted from the close
collaboration between Saarinen and landscape
architect Dan Kiley.
Recent design and construction efforts have
served to rehabilitate the historic landscape of the
arch grounds, expand the existing museum, and
enhance the visitor approach to the site and the
experience within the site. Direct connections have
been improved from the park to the surrounding
City of St. Louis Central Business District, the
Mississippi River frontage, public transportation,
and the City’s multi-use trail system.

Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc.,
Landscape Architects, led the rehabilitation design
effort as prime consultant of a multidisciplinary
design team, coordinating with multiple agencies.
The project was conducted under a public-private
partnership with funding from local, state and
federal government entities, civic organizations,
private businesses and citizens. Rehabilitation
focused on improvements that will sustain the park
for the next 50 years.
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates:
http://www.mvvainc.com/

GATEWAY ARCH PARK

Partners:
National Park Service, Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial:
https://www.nps.gov/jeff/
CItyArchRiver:
http://archpark.org/
Gateway Arch Park Foundation:
http://www.gatewayarch.com/
Great Rivers Greenway:
https://greatriversgreenway.org/
Jefferson National Parks
Association:
http://www.jnpa.com/
Bi-State Development:
http://www.bistatedev.org/

LONGWOOD GARDENS

Since its inception in 1906 and its early years as a working
dairy farm to its position today as one of the finest public
gardens in the world, Longwood has distinguished itself as
both an historic resource and an exemplar of the highest
levels of horticultural creativity, display and research in the
world.
Multiple owners, historic layers of landscape use, a range
of ecologies and cultivated landscapes including wetlands,
woodlands, meadows, fountains, formal gardens and a fourand-a-half-acre conservatory contribute to the complexity
of this 1077-acre site in Pennsylvania’s famed Brandywine
Valley.
The evolution of Longwood is nothing short of remarkable,
from private pleasure garden to becoming the most visited
paid cultural institution in Greater Philadelphia with 1.525
million guests and growing. With this growth adds layers of
operational intricacy to the site. Through the 40-year Master Plan, West 8 sought to reveal and enhance Longwood’s
values, culture, and ambitions for the future into a bold
framework.

LONGWOOD GARDENS

A hallmark of Longwood Gardens, the Main Fountain
Garden had been entertaining guests for more than
80-years before it was shut-down in fall 2014. Through
the multi-year, $90 million New Heights Revitalization
Project, preservation and innovation were at the heart
of it all. The Italian Renaissance-inspired expanse spans
5 acres with loggias, arches, and decorative sculptures.
Day and night, fountains dance using the most sophisticated technology yet still honoring the legacy of its
founder. Dressed in opulent horticulture, the landscape
includes generous lawns, shaded allees, and sculpted
plantings returning the Main Fountain Garden to its classical European roots.

Longwood Gardens: https://longwoodgardens.org/
West 8: http://www.west8.nl/
Fluidity: http://www.fluidity-design.com/
Beyer Blinder Belle: http://www.beyerblinderbelle.com/
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