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From Incremental to Immediate: Three Successful Models of
Campus Transformation

Colleges and universities across the country have been spending millions of dollars to dramatically transform their campuses to attract the best and the brightest. This session will
present the processes employed by three schools, along with top landscape architecture
firms, to implement complex and comprehensive campus transformations

Learning Objectives:
•

Understand the different ways landscape architects are leading efforts to transform
campuses as both client and consultant.

•

Learn how evolving best practices and ecological imperatives are informing the design
and evolution of historic campus landscapes.

•

Discover the processes colleges and universities use to identify and select landscape
architecture firms for various project types.

•

Learn the ways in which landscape architects are taking leadership roles in managing
complex campus projects.

PANELISTS

Mark H. Hough, FASLA, has been the University Landscape Architect at Duke University since 2000. He is involved in all aspects
of planning, design, historic preservation, and natural resource
management on the Olmsted Brothers-designed campus. Hough
has overseen the master planning and site design on the campus
during the university’s largest period of growth. He is also a prolific writer and speaker, addressing issues associated with campuses,
urban design, professional practice, and cultural landscapes. In
2011, he was awarded the Bradford Williams Medal for excellence
in writing about landscape.

Emily Mueller De Celis, ASLA is an Associate Principal at Michael
Van Valkenburgh Associates. Her focus ranges from public parks to
urban developments to academic landscapes. Highlighted projects include Harvard’s Smith Campus Center, Corktown Common
and Teardrop Park. She is Lead Coordinator for the more than 20
implementation projects resulting from MVVA’s 1998 Wellesley
College Master Plan, including the Alumnae Valley. She received
her BA from Wellesley College, MArch from the University of Virginia and MLA from Harvard’s GSD. She has been a guest critic at
MIT, Northeastern, Wentworth and Harvard and has taught design
studio at RISD

Christine Ten Eyck, FASLA is founding principal of Ten Eyck Landscape Architects based in Austin, Texas and previously in Phoenix,
Arizona. During her career of over 35 years, Christine has drawn
upon her intuition and knowledge to build a body of work celebrates the inherent beauty of Texas and the southwest, the culture
of its people and the sacred path of water, pioneering contemporary regionalism in the southwest. This ethos is exemplified in the
recently constructed 11.5-acre Campus Transformation Project
for The University of Texas at El Paso, the first USGBC Sustainable
Sites-certified project in the world.

SESSION CONTENT

MODEL ONE: DUKE UNIVERSITY
University landscape architect with multiple consultants over many years
Olmsted Brothers legacy
Correcting decades of suburban style planning
Restoring and transforming the historic core
Balancing historic and contemporary design aesthetics
Preserving natural resources within a growing university
Reinforcing campus continuity while fostering design innovation

MODEL TWO: MVVA AND WELLESLEY COLLEGE
Design firm working over many years on multiple projects
Olmsted Brothers legacy
Establishing and maintaining relationship with client
Implementing campus master plan
Establishing and maintaining campus landscape character
Fostering ecologically-focused design on a historic campus
Design and management of Alumnae Valley
MODEL THREE: TEN EYCK AND UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
Design firm creating and implementing master plan as one project
Patterns of suburban growth on commuter campus
Landscape architect as lead on complex project
Creating a campus character for historic university
Responding to regional ecology and aesthetic
Establishing a pedestrian realm on a car-centric campus
Building campus community through landscape

DUKE UNIVERSITY

Since its initial construction in the early 1930s, Duke University’s campus - which encompasses over 8,000 acres - has experienced exponential growth away from its Collegiate Gothic
core. Beginning in 2000, with the adoption of a new master
plan, the university implemented a series of incremental projects in and around the historic quadrangle that have added
student-focused buildings, open spaces, and pedstrian systems
that have collectively added to the beauty and functionalilty of
the campus.
Using master planning principles to guide development, new
work has emphasized the preservation and replanting of campus woodlands, the creation of significant and memorable open
spaces, and the facilitation of an environment designed for the
pedestrian over the vehicle.

DUKE UNIVERSITY

With oversight from the university landscape architect and collaboration with various landscape architecture firms,
including OLIN, Reed Hilderbrand, Hargreaves Associates, EDAW, and Quennell Rothschild, new landscapes have been
created that build upon the design precedent established by the Olmsted Brothers firm and collectively create a contemporary design vocabulary for the campus. In addition to newly designed landscapes, the university committed to preserving nearly 10 acres of remnant forest in the core of the campus to help maintain its wooded character.

WELLESLEY COLLEGE

MVVA was hired in 1998 to create an extensive and detailed master plan for
Wellesley College to remedy the impacts to the historic campus landscape
brought on by a protracted period of neglect and ad-hoc solutions to parking
and traffic needs. Our 20-year plan identified $120 million worth of landscape, roadway, infrastructure and building projects, including the transformation of an 8-acre parking lot into the Alumnae Valley landscape, completed
in 2005.
Throughout its 142-year history, Wellesley College has shown a keen understanding of the benefits resulting when the pedagogic goals of an academic
community are enhanced by its campus as a place. The college’s founders,
presidents, and pioneering faculty – with input from Frederick Law Olmsted
Jr. at a formative moment – carefully selected Wellesley’s particular campus
structure for specific social and philosophical reasons. This aesthetic – rooted
in the values of the 18th c. Romantic poets – draws from the power of the
natural world as a foundation for an idealized environment for learning. The
College remains remarkable for its integration of this ideal within a specific,
regional topography of undulating glacial hills and valleys.

WELLESLEY COLLEGE

Wellesley faced a unique set of challenges with
its subtle campus form, the solutions of which
were not obvious. The nearly built-out condition of the campus made expansion and growth
difficult. The maturity of the vegetation, the
decline of the infrastructure, the inappropriate
dominance of the car, the aging of historic architecture and site structures and the tired quality
of many landscapes spaces, defined the essence
of the challenge. Significant portions of the
master plan advocated restoration and renewal
based on a careful interpretation of the still valid
ideologies of the past.
Since the completion of the 1998 Master Plan,
Wellesley College has commissioned MVVA to
implement over 20 projects outlined in the plan.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

As Prime Consultant for this 18-acre Campus Master Plan and 11-acre
Campus Transformation Project, TELA sought to strengthen the connection
between the city, the campus, and the land. Acres of sloping asphalt streets
and parking have been replaced by a pedestrian-oriented landscape that
promotes outdoor learning, gathering and recreation and integrates the
surrounding Chihuahuan Desert into the urban fabric of the campus. Centennial Plaza and Centennial Green are richly detailed gathering spaces that
comprise the new heart of the campus. New campus malls shaded by native
mesquite trees promote connectivity and extend the spirit of the core to
the greater campus, linking existing buildings with new courtyards enlivened
with a rich palette of Chihuahuan Desert plants. Given the site’s mountainous terrain, dramatic alterations to existing topography were required for
accessibility and stormwater mitigation. A constructed network of vegetated
arroyos along campus malls now channel, slow, and filter stormwater, which
had previously sheeted over acres of paving. Pedestrian bridges traverse
arroyos both large and small, providing the opportunity to overlook newly
dramatized ephemeral rain events. Local and salvaged materials were integrated into the site design whenever possible, both to reduce waste and to
engage the site’s historical context.
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