MON-C07 Alt-Practice Outside the LA Studio:
EXPLORING THE BREADTH OF THE PROFESSION
Monday, October 23, 2017 | 1:30 PM–3:00 PM
Overview:
Our profession’s training provides a platform for a wide range of creative career opportunities, utilizing
skills of observation, interpretation of data, collaboration, communication, and problem-solving.
Increasingly, landscape architects are discovering and pursuing alternative career paths outside traditional
studio professional roles, to be illustrated by diverse panelists in government and non-profit practice.
Learning Objectives:
• Learn how successful practitioners have developed different career paths founded on their landscape
architecture training and experience.
• Understand the tools necessary for emerging professionals to pursue work effectively in government
and non-profit roles.
• Gain insight on the process and challenges of pursuing diverse career paths.
• Learn about the importance of collaborative opportunities between public and private sector
practitioners.

Notes:
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BETSY ANDERSON, Associate ASLA

Landscape Architect
Park Planning + Environmental Compliance
National Park Service
Contact:

betsy_anderson@nps.gov

Betsy Anderson is a landscape architect for the National Park Service, where
she facilitates both landscape-scale and site-based planning and design
projects for parks along the West Coast and in the Pacific Islands. In this
role, she engages multidisciplinary teams and public participation to guide
decision-making about resource protection, visitor use, and infrastructure
investment.

Public-sector design practice emerged in tandem with the establishment of the National Park
Service, and its role has shifted over the past century in response to changing federal initiatives.
One of its hallmarks is a rich exchange between private firms and agency landscape architects.
This cross-fertilization between different modes of practice has similarly changed over time, but
landscape architects in public service retain a critical role in the long-term development and
stewardship of our national parks.

Mount Rainier National Park

Muir Woods Sustainable Access Plan

Tule Lake Unit
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PAMELA GALERA, ASLA
Principal Park Planner
City of Anaheim
Contact:

pgalera@anaheim.net

Pamela Galera has skillfully designed and executed multidisciplinary projects and believes strongly that a well-designed, integrated and meaningful
public environment is essential to the wellbeing of all residents. Through
her collaborative efforts, she has had a positive impact on policy makers,
allied professionals, colleagues and the communities of Southern California.
Most recently, she has been working to expand the Santa Ana River urban
interface with a network of natural habitats, bike paths and trails.

If you want to change the world, work for a local agency.
Landscape architects in the public sector have great
influence over policy and make day-to-day decisions
that greatly influence the built environment. Landscape
architects are able to use their knowledge of natural
systems to incrementally improve the urban forest,
stormwater capture, and ecosystems.
Local park planners live in a different space-timecontinuum compared to landscape architects working in
the studio. Although the space parameters are confined
to one city, the time required for stewardship can be
decades long. Park planners play a vital role in developing
the continuum of the public realm, of which local parks
are a vital part.
City of Anaheim is striving to have all residence within a
10-Minute Walk from a park.
Both photos: Anaheim Coves, © Hustace

Anaheim’s 10-minute park walk
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SEAN BATTY, ASLA

Director, Stations and Guideways Department
Capital Projects Division
TriMet
Contact:

battys@trimet.org

Sean Batty, ASLA, is the Director of the Portland, Oregon
regional transit agency’s (TriMet) Stations and Guideways
Department. His 20-year career, including 4 in the private
sector, has focused on urban projects with particular emphasis
on design/construction project management, transit/
transportation, and urban landscape architectural design.
Prior roles at TriMet include Corridor Design Manager (lead
for conceptual design including for the Orange Line), acting
as Project Manager on dozens of TM projects, as well as acting
as TriMet’s Project Landscape Architect. Sean was the first
Landscape Architect directly employed by TriMet.

Orange Line, Portland
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BARBARA DEUTSCH, FASLA

Chief Executive Officer
Landscape Architecture Foundation
Contact:

bdeutsch@lafoundation.org

Landscape Architecture is such a cool profession! There are
many ways to practice and a variety of career paths to make
a difference, as Landscape Architects are uniquely trained to
design for natural processes, natural resources, and people.

Barbara has a diverse background in both the private and not-for-profit sector. She brings ten years of awardwinning marketing experience from IBM before making a career change to become a landscape architect. This
experience was influential in the development of LAF’s Landscape Performance Series strategic research initiative.
Prior to LAF, Barbara worked on re-greening cities from Hong Kong to Washington, DC. She served most recently
as an Associate Director for BioRegional’s OnePlanet Communities program in Washington, DC to deliver Zero
Carbon, Zero Waste, Livable communities. In addition she served as Senior Director of Casey Trees where she led
the 2002 Street Tree Inventory, Citizen Forester Program, and 1425 K Street Green Roof Demonstration Project.
She was principal investigator for the award-winning EPA Grant “The Green Build-out Model: Quantifying the
Stormwater Management Benefits of Trees and Green Roofs in Washington, DC,” which has helped inform EPA’s
proposed new stormwater ruling and the District of Columbia’s stormwater planning and programs.

Right: Sewershed comparison of low-end and
green build-out scenarios for percent reductions
in stornmwater runoff for all green infrastructure.
Below: Illustration of a 20-year vision for the
District of Columbia if shade trees lined every
street and covered all parking lots, and if every
time a roof needed to be replaced, it was replaced
with a green roof.

